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CHAPTER I
THE COUNTRIES OF PALESTINE

I

PALESTINE

WHEN Jesus appeared in Israel the great mass of Jews were
still living in Palestine. Palestine was a part of Syria
under Roman rule, and comprised three main political divisions.x

To the south lay Judcea, " gloomy Judaea," as Renan calls
it, a series of rocky plateaux furrowed by deep gorges, the chief
of which, the valley of the lower Jordan, ends in the enclosed
basin of the Dead Sea. Judsea lay between the Dead Sea and
the Mediterranean, stretching down through Idumaea towards
Sinai, and up past Samaria towards Carmel After A.D. 6.,
when Augustus deposed Herod the Great's son, Archelaus, on
account of his shocking administration and intolerable tyranny,
this region was under the direct rule of a Roman procurator.

To the north Palestine embraced Galilee, consecrated by
Gospel tradition as the birthplace of Jesus. This stretched
between the Jordan Valley, which opened out round the Lakes
of Huleh 2 and Gennesaret, and Phoenicia, which abutted on
Syria. It combined with Percea, the district beyond the lower
Jordan (TO nsQav rov nora/iov), to form the Tetrarchy of Herod
Antipas, another son of Herod the Great, who had his head-
quarters there until Caligula exiled him to Lyons in A.D. 39.?
although Augustus had previously transferred the Greek cities
of Peraea to the direct authority of the Governor of Syria*

1 For a general description cf. LVII, 19-44.   More technical details
are given in Abel, Geographic de la Palestine^ I, Paris, 1933, II, 1938, "which
also contains a fairly detailed analytical table.

2 Nowadays most scholars have ceased to identify this lake with the
waters of Merom (Joshua xi. 5 and 7).   I therefore give the modern name.
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